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The 
Sesquicentennial 



' Solemnized with pomp and parade " 

— John Adams 
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THERE IS A PLACE FOR EVERY MAN. 

Please March Slowly and Keep Good Line. 



BAND 

Three small 2x2 transparencies 

FLAG 

Three men 
TIQER 

Three men 

TRANSPARENCY No. I 

Three men 
TRANSPARENCY No. 2. 

Three men 
TRANSPARENCY No. 3 

FIREWORKS 

Three small 2x2 Transparencies 

Three men 
TRANSPARENCY No 4. 

Three men 
TRANSPARENCY No 5 

Three men 

TRANSPARENCY No. 6 

All the remaining men 

LARGE FLOAT 
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I8HAM DINNERS 
1885-1898 
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ISHAM DINNERS 

1885-1898 
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ISHAM DINNERS 

1885-1898 
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AND GLADLY WOLDE HE LERNE, AND GLADLY TECHE" 
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"BUT CRISTES LORE AND HIS APOSTLES TWELVE" 
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"HE TAUGHTE, BUT FIRST HE FOLWED IT HIMSELVE" 
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"THESE PREACH THE GOSPEL IN THE REGIONS BEYOND 
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"THESE PREACH THE GOSPEL IN THE REGIONS BEYOND" 
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THESE PREACH THE GOSPEL IN THE REGIONS BEYOND' 
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'STATESMEN, YET FRIENDS TO TRUTH' 
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PRINCETON CLUB, PHILADELPHIA 
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79 

In the Spanish War 



' In peace, there's nothing so becomes a man 
As modest stillness, and humility : 
But when the blast of war blows in our ears. 
Then imitate the action of the TIGER. 
Stiffen the sinews, summon up the blood." 
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MAJOR WOODBURY 
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MAJOR WOODBURY 
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CAPTAIN LORD 
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Philip H. Fraser 
Private 71st Regiment New York Volunteers 



Enlisted April 28, 1898. Mustered out November 16, 
1898. Wounded while charging San Juan Hill. Contracted 
yellow fever while in the trenches on Santiago Heights. 



' A soldier so glorious, ever victorious in fight * * 
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VICENNIAL ODE 

i879_PRINCETON— 1899 

The years are tides in Time's eternal sea, 

And twenty times the tide has ebbed and flowed 

Since we made trial of futurity, 

'Gainst wind and current, like a fleet which rode 

Together at an anchor, borne afar 

By varying fortune, in life's stress and war. 

The sun of life has risen with the tide 

Of years; high noon, the burden and the heat 

Of striving, like midsummer days, abide, 
Heavy upon the soul ; and, faint and sweet. 

Supernal music sounds in distant chime 

From Hope's fair island, 'cross the seas of Time. 

We may not linger in the tropic sea. 
Of midday splendor and of blazing sun. 

Drifting in idle pleasure ; silently. 

Like streams of light, the unseen currents run 

And sweep the nations onward, as the tide 

Scatters man's little ventures far and wide. 
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A mighty flood is sweeping round the earth. 
Freedom and order, liberty and light; 

Old wrongs are dying and new rights have birth. 
The soul of man shall break unlawful might. 

World borne, the Saxon banners are unfurled, 

And Saxon brothers stand against the world. 

And so stand we, amid the uncertain strife 
And changing fortunes of the flowing years. 

Which sweep us onward o'er the crest of life. 
Forever onward, till the spirit hears. 

Like distant surf upon an unknown land. 

The sea of Time break on the Eternal Strand. 

The years are tides in Time's eternal sea. 

And twenty times the tide has ebbed and flowed 

For us together; yet eternally 

For us the deeper stream of brotherhood 

Shall bear us onward; long as tides shall run 

And suns shall rise, at heart we shall be one ! 

E. P. DAVIS 
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Bureau of Information 

THIS is not a Class history, nor minutes of the various meetings of 
the great Class of '79. It is rather a **snap shot" at some of 
the '79 actors and their performances upon the stage of life. 
No attempt is made to treat fully any group or profession. We have 
hastily gathered together for this occasion and put into permanent 
shape a few glimpses of **some men and their doin's." It is a clear 
case of rari nantes in gurgite vasto. 

In 1904, upon the occasion of our ** silver wedding," we hope to 
present a complete record of every professional and business man in 
the Class. 

We have nineteen ministers, but are able to ** present" to you only 
fifteen in this souvenir. 

The Class is full of statesmen and patriots. The four that you 
will find herewith are only samples, but rare and choice! 

The doctors are so many — twenty in all — that we gave up the 
attempt to do them justice; while with forty-two lawyers and fifty-eight 
business men, it is evident that the world would not be able to contain a 
souvenir that embraced them all. 

Res ipsa loquitur ^ but where assistance is needed, allow us to state 
that as to the ** Faculty in the Seventies" (page 6), it has been 
impossible to get a picture of the Faculty as it was in 1875. We have 
here some of the Professors who dropped out before we entered 
College; and, of course, we miss Tutors Ferris, Condit and Marquand. 

The archives of the Class are not very rich in material in the early 
eighties. For the Triennial Souvenir (page 9) all we could exhume 
consists of the cover and pages of the first record, the menu of the 
dinner at the Nassau Hotel, and Bridges's Class Song. 

Archaeological research is more profitable as we come to the 
Sexennial Souvenir (page 11). Isham, with prophetic instinct, had 
carefully preserved the poster; and you will find herewith a reproduc- 
tion of our most elaborate menu, the Sexennial **Call to Arms," 
Bridges's ** Reunion Song," and the account of the Sexennial reunion 
from the record. 

The Decennial Souvenir recounts mediaeval history and the McCosh 
Memorial; and the fleeting years have presented no finer or more 
enduring memorial of loyalty and affection to the College (pages 13-14). 

For the Quindecennial (page 15), that most enjoyable of all Class 
reunions, we have the poster, the *'Song for '79," the menus and the 
old ** Ode." 

The Seventy -nine Farm (page 16), at Monterey, in the Berkshire 
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Hills, was purchased in 1894. It consists of some eighty acres of good 
farming land in the heart of the Berkshires, and furnishes a most 
beautiful home for Bert Smith and his children. There isn't a more 
sightly location in Massachusetts. The view to the right of that of the 
house is a miniature of what is to be seen from Smith's side porch. 

The reports of the Trustees will furnish information in detail. It 
is enough to state here that the money for the purchase, equipment 
and support of this property was contributed entirely by the Class, 
with two exceptions. Forty-one members of the Class are interested 
in the property, and up to date over $3,500 have been spent on its 
purchase, equipment and improvement. All it lacks at the present 
time is repainting and some little details, which render the expenditure 
of about $150 in the near future advisable. 

The celebration of the Scsquicentennial, when the College died and 
the University was born, is too recent for commemoration here. 

Despite the fact that the literary production on this subject issued 
by the University may create a different impression. Major Wright, as 
Marshal, and the '79 procession in the parade were the crowning 
features of that celebration. Some of the transparencies are herewith 
reproduced (pages 21-22). Their wit, wisdom and appositeness need 
no commentary. Isham fecit I 

The souvenir of that celebration (page 23) reproduces the seal, 
the '79 badge, the general invitation to the orgie, the programme, and 
cuts of Wilson and of some of our transparencies in the procession, 
taken from ** Sketches. Princeton Sesquicentennial Celebration." 

It must not be forgotten that the marshaling and impressive 
marching of the sixty- odd '79 men in that procession were largely due, 
first, to the leadership of Marshal Wright, and secondly to the fact that 
the Class had been inured to this heroic exertion by camping out on 
army cots at the Class Headquarters on Canal Street for some two or 
three days. 

THE CLASS DINNERS. 

* Though we are justices and doctors 
And churchmen, Master Page, 
We have some salt of our youth in us ; 
Come, let's to dinner. 
Oh, the days that we have seen ! Come, come." 

The gastric juices of the stomach and the gray matter of the brain 
have always acted in concert in this Class, and have ever produced 
happy results. 

It was in the winter of 1880, at a Class dinner, that President 
Halsey appointed a Committee to resuscitate and put on its feet the 
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Princeton Alumni Association of New York, an Association that had 
been for years without a meeting. We ** done" it! 

It was at another dinner that the idea of an Alumni Athletic 
Advisory Committee was conceived, and upon which Committee a '79 
man has almost continuously served since its creation. 

The early gatherings of the Class were held without exception at 
Martinelli's, in New York. The texts were various; but the idea was 
the same — to consolidate and maintain Class unity and affection. 

The second dinner that the Class ever had was given to Halsey 
and Elsing, on June 6th, 1882, and just before the ** Triennial" at 
Princeton. It was to celebrate the advent of those distinguished 
prophets into metropolitan life. 

On February 20th, 1883, the text selected for that dinner was the 
engagement of John S. Baird. 

On September 19th, 1883, we bade a tearful farewell to Chalmers 
Martin, who shortly thereafter embarked for the missionary business in 
Siam. 

On February 3d, 1885, and for the purpose of completing arrange- 
ments for the Sexennial Reunion, a large number met and dined at 
Sieghortner's, in Lafayette Place. 

On January 2 2d, 1886, at the same place was given a dinner to 
Isham, which was very largely attended and which was in recognition 
of the ** Foundation" of the justly celebrated ** Isham Dinners" — 
more of which anon. 

At Commencement, on June 21st, 1886, there was a large reunion 
of the Class, informal but spontaneous, at Princeton. It didn't make 
any difference that it was an ''off " year. 

On December 8th, 1887, the Class Committee and the New York 
contingent, with contributions from the outlying districts, met at 
Sieghortner's, discussed and selected the McCosh Memorial, and 
awarded the contract to Augustus St. Gaudens. 

The ** occupation *' of the Class Committee as a caterer of dinners 
ended so long ago as June 6th, 1884, when Isham usurped that office. 
The Committee has long since canonized him ; for 

• An householder, and that a grete is he ; 
Seint Julian he is in his con tree.' 

Twice a year for fourteen years, Isham has invited to his house 
nearly every '79 man within striking distance of New York. The 
average attendance has been twenty-two, ranging from seven, the 
lowest, to thirty-five, the highest number. Sixty-four different men 
have enjoyed his hospitality, and during this time six hundred and 
eighteen diners have sat at his board. To these dinners principally are 
due the solidarity and enthusiasm of the Class. 
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With an ingenuity almost ** devilish, "and altogether artistic, Isham 
has reproduced souvenirs, mementoes and memorabilia of College life, 
a few of which adorn the pages of this publication (pages 27-29). 

On the occasion of the fourteenth dinner, May 26th, 1892, Isham 
was presented with a very artistic bowl, which appears on page 29. 

Souvenirs of the special dinners of recent date will be found on 
pages 24-26. 

The Wilson Dinner took place at the Princeton Inn, on the 12th of 
March, 1897, some thirty members of the Class going to Princeton to 
honor ** Tommy" Wilson and present him with a fine bust of George 
Washington (page 24). 

Of the two Cuyler Dinners (pages 25 and 26), the one in Prince- 
ton may be characterized as a national affair, for among the fifty-six 
present there were some from other Classes. 

**The real thing," however, took place in New York, on Decem- 
ber I St, 1898, at Isham's house, being the twenty-seventh dinner in 
regular course, and, with thirty-five present, the largest of the series. 
This was a purely private affair, and designed entirely as an exhibition 
of love and affection for a member of this Class than whom none lives 
that has a greater interest in Princeton. Hardly a week of the College 
session has elapsed since graduation when he has not been in Princeton 
looking after the interests of ** Me College." 

**Our Educators" (page 30) need no guidepost. With the **base 
counterfeit " of Fletcher Durell we have a glimpse of Lawrenceville. 
To the northeast of Milford is a view of the institution ** on the banks 
of the Wabash, far away. " Below Sid. Sherwood we have a view of 
Johns Hopkins, and the San Antonio Academy is in juxtaposition to 
Seeley, as is the Central Turkey College, at Aintab, to Riggs. 

We have endeavored to artistically group **Our Ministers" (pages 
31-32). McClure should have been a Baptist. His Episcopal Church 
at Wyncote is not properly located for an Episcopal meeting house. 
To the northwest of John Kerr is his church; and to the southeast of 
Elsing the DeWitt Memorial, on Rivington Street, in New York. 
Under Dr. Halsey is the **dear old Spring Street" conventicle; and 
Sam. Harlow's church and parsonage are to his left and under him. 
Jones is appropriately placed between the interior and exterior of his 
fine church in Philadelphia, toward the construction of which no small 
sum was contributed by his Classmates. Leeper has the finest Presby- 
terian Church in Fort Wayne, Ind., and **Ajax" Kerr is supporting 
the Broome Street Tabernacle in New York. We have endeavored to 
divide Harry Cooke so that one-half of him is in the inside of his new 
church in California and the other on the outside. 

When it comes to the Missionaries (page 33), the first puzzle 
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; is to discover Hal Orbison, who is in front of the Forman Christian 

College at Lahore, India, surrounded by a miscellaneous aggregation 
j of Hindoos in an advanced stage of conversion. We assure you with 

' the utmost confidence that he is there. 

You will not need a microscope to detect ** Mike" Nair, who is in 
,' the background of a select group of his Japanese confederates. 

* We are sorry that we have to present **Pat" Oilman /wr;/5 et 

I simplex. The art of photography does not seem to be as well ad- 

vanced in the Island of Hainan as in less benighted sections of 
heathendom. 

It is no chore at all to pick out the Patriarch Morrison, who is sur- 
rounded by his associates in front of one of the mission buildings at 
Saharanpur, in India. 

Hon. Mahlon Pitney, as the indubitable prospective Governor of 
the State of New Jersey, is our greatest future statesman (page 34). 

Ad Riker is a past statesman — not a statesman with a past. He 
and the lately lamented Solomon, Rex\ regard politics as a vanity. 

Charlie McFee as a statesman deserves absolutely no credit, for he 
was born that way, while Frank Phraner has only lately come into 
prominence as the Republican Boss of Union County, New Jersey. 

The Princeton Club of Philadelphia (page 35) owes its existence to 
** Bin "Miller. 

We have here the exterior of the Club, the main stairway, the 
library, the cafe, the first President of the first Princeton Club possess- 
ing a club house in this country. The club house was formally opened 
at No. 1628 Chestnut Street, February nth, 1898, and is now located 
in very pleasant quarters at No. 117 South Seventeenth Street. 

The Princeton Club of New York opened its club house on the ist 
of June, with a membership of nearly eight hundred. The Philadelphia 
club anticipated it nearly eighteen months; but it is much more modest, 
the resident membership being two hundred and twenty, and the non- 
resident one hundred and ten. Its inception and maintenance are 
largely due to the interest of the Class of '79 in this centre of Princeton 
activity. 

Among the ** Heroes of the Spanish War" (pages 37-39) we 
number three who saw actual service. This takes no account of Cleve 
Dodge and Louis Vanuxem, who were prominently identified with the 
Red Cross and other relief work. 

McGaw Woodbury served, with the rank of Major and Chief 
Surgeon, principally in Porto Rico. He was Surgeon of the First 
Division of the First Army Corps at Chickamauga. For a time he 
served on General Wilson's Staff in Porto Rico, and was the Chief 
Medical Inspector of that island. 



47 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Frank Lord (page 38) was commissioned as Captain and Commis- 
sary of Subsistence of Volunteers, May 12, 1898. On June 9 he was 
ordered to join the Fifth Army Corps and was assigned to duty under 
General Kent. He was in the Santiago campaign, under fire at 
Daiquiri, was for some time Depot Commissary at Siboney, acted at 
interpreter on account of his familiarity with the language, and after 
the capitulation of the city was for some time in sole charge of the 
depot and post office at Santiago. He appears to have gotten all there 
was in it, for he was for some time sick with the Cuban malarial fever. 
He expects, however, to get his discharge in time to celebrate the 
Vicennial. 

Phil. Fraser is our most modest warrior (page 39). It was impos- 
sible to cajole or wheedle him into letting us have his picture; and yet 
he of the three was the only one to be wounded in the war. 

And further deponent saith not, for **the rest of the acts of '79 
which they did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings"? 

William R. Wilder, 

Secretary. 
New York, June i, 1899. 
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